ABDUL BAHA IN EGYPT           49

casus to teach the Cause. We will miss him. He has been
like a father to us during our wanderings and although
Mirza Mahmoud wrote the official report of the trip of
the Beloved, yet Sayad Assadullah corresponded with the
friends in small assemblies all over the East. They could
not receive any direct news, were he not traveling with
us. Now, detached from all else save God, alone, at the
age of seventy-six, he faces the world. Carrying in his
hand the Ideal Banner of the Cause, he leaves Port Said
with a firm confidence and trust in Abdul Baha.

After the ascension of Baha-Ullah he made a trip
through Persia, taught many souls, and was bitterly
persecuted for his glorious faith. Last night and this
morning he went to Abdul Baha and no doubt received
his orders and heavenly benediction. To-day at one o'clock
we were all gathered at the station, to bid him farewell.
He goes first to Alexandria to meet Mirza Abul Fazl
and then taking a ship, will sail for Constantinople.

2. Sayad Assadullah3s Talk with Abdul Baha and His
Glowing Resolution

I confess that nothing has so deeply stirred me in my
whole Bahai career as the heavenly resolution of this
old man to go alone into the world and teach the Cause!
He himself went to the Master and begged for his per-
mission. He said: "I have heard thy glorious proclama-
tions from pulpits and platforms. I have seen wondrous
scenes of the Majesty of Our Lord. I have hearkened to
the divine words falling from thy blessed lips. My Lord!
My cup is full to overflowing. I am an old man. I ques-
tion if I can accomplish anything in thy cause, but I sup-
plicate thee to let me try, I can contain myself no longer.
I do not wish to flicker out on the couch of rest, but long
fco end on the battlefield. I would love to die as a soldier,